STUDY NOTES ON ACTS 14:8-28
By Joshua M. Weidmann
Friday, January 16, 2015

NOTE: These notes are not intended to read as an article or well-rounded written work. Rather, this is a collage of different research and resources that will assist in the preparation of a sermon.

SERMON TITLE: Four Essential Perspectives For Perseverance 

SUMMARY OF THE PASSAGE: 
In this passage we see the first missionary journey of Paul and the close call on his life, yet his perseverance no matter the opposition. 

OUTLINE OF THE PASSAGE:

1. 8-10: The Power of God to Heal a Crippled Man
a. 8-9: Man born crippled hears Paul speak and is moved 
b. 9b: Paul saw the man’s faith 
c. 10: The man is healed 
2. 11-13: The outcome of the miracle was misplaced fame and faith 
a. 11: The people saw Paul and Barnabas as gods
b. 12: Said they were two God: 
i. Zeus: Greek god 
ii. Mercury/Hermes: God of eloquent speech 
c. 13: They brought bulls and wreaths to make sacrifices to Paul and Barnabas
3. 14-20: The misplaced faith of the people caused great anguish to Paul and Barnabas
a. 14: emotional/spiritual anguish to the Apostles 
b. 15-17: A plea for repentance and faith based on the common grace they had experienced 
i. The God of nature (15) and history (16) is also the God of providence (17) and grace (20)
c. 18: persistence of the crowd to sacrifice and keep a misplaced faith
d. 19-20: Physical anguish: Paul was stoned and his life preserved by God 
4. 21-25: a summary of their travels and intentionality to invest in others 
a. 21: Many come to faith after the preaching in Derbe. 
b. 21b-22: They return previously visited cities encouraging the saints 
c. 22b: They resolved that hardship will be a part of life as they pursue God’s calling 
d. 23-25: They intentionally invest in others to take leadership and multiply their message 
5. 26-28: They sailed back to Antioch to be with believers and praise God for his work
a. 26: they return to where they were commissioned by God and man 
b. 27: they grace a missionary report of God’s faithfulness to them and to save the gentiles 
c. 28: They found comfort and restoration from being with the other believers 

THE MAIN POINT OF THE PASSAGE: 

EXEGETICAL IDEA: God was moving the Gospel to Gentiles through faithfulness and intentionality of His chosen missionaries, no matter the opposition. 

THEOLOGICAL IDEA: God will use whatever means to call people to faith in Him and he will continue to give opportunity to even those who are far from Him. 

APPLICATIONAL IDEA: In order to persevere through trial we must have a faith firmly fixed in the protection, providence and purposes of God. 


POSSIBLE PREACHING OUTLINE: 

Our Responsibility, in faith: 

1. LOVE and sympathy at sight of need in others (8-10)
2. COURAGE to keep the faith in the face of trial or danger (11-18)
3. DETERMINATION to overcome obstacles and opposition (19-22)
4. INTENTIONALITY to invest in other and multiple our faith (23) 

God’s Results (26-28): 
5. Grace in our life (26)
6. Praise for His work (27)
7. Salvation of the lost (27)
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APPLICATIONAL WORK: 

What do they need to know? 
· Perseverance requires trust in God. 
· Perseverance takes intentionality, faith and resolve.
· Wimpy faith has no foundation and withstands no wind. 
· Faith in a mighty God can get us through the most impossible situations. 


Why do they need to know it? 
· Because they are facing trials of many kind and their faith is on their own skill or circumstance more than the power of God. 
· They will face hardship and my role is to prepare them well to keep their faith in God. 
· God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied (even in the hardest things) in Him.

What do they need to do? 
· Take their eyes off of their own comfort
· Trust God with the outcome 
· “Turn from the worthless things to the living God.”
· Move God from the “Nice to have” into the “Need to have” potion of their life

Why do they need to do it? 
· Because God is a side dish, not the main sustenance of their life 
· When they face trials they run to friends, self-help and counseling rather than God
· It is the only way they will make it through the trials of life over and over again 

CONTEXT BEFORE AND AFTER THIS PASSAGE: 

14:1-1-7 — Paul and Barnabas are able to preach in Iconium and see many new converts to Christianity, but the Jews are still upset and begin to divide the city and turn some against the apostles; Paul and Barnabas flee to the cities of Lycaonia.

Chapter 15 — The Jerusalem council: a summary of the Gospel being for all Men and the Jewish believers having to face the decisions to accept by faith the salvation of the Jews. 

EXEGESIS AND COMMENTARY: 

 [8] NOW AT LYSTRA THERE WAS A MAN SITTING WHO COULD NOT USE HIS FEET. HE WAS CRIPPLED FROM BIRTH AND HAD NEVER WALKED. [9] HE LISTENED TO PAUL SPEAKING. AND PAUL, LOOKING INTENTLY AT HIM AND SEEING THAT HE HAD FAITH TO BE MADE WELL, [10] SAID IN A LOUD VOICE, “STAND UPRIGHT ON YOUR FEET.” AND HE SPRANG UP AND BEGAN WALKING. 

Lystra was 18 miles to the south-west of Iconium. It was a rather insignificant village, but was Roman ruled and a strategic site to protect from some of the warlike Jewish tribes. We know that Paul and Barnabas fled here because they were threatened and facing to possibility of being stoned. 

Notice that they never stopped preaching the Gospel. They continued to preach the good news and as they did a crippled man head the message.  He obviously could understand Greek, which Paul was preaching in, and was moved by the spirit to have faith. Paul saw this faith and commanded him to get up – this was a command to action and a healing statement at the same time. This is very similar to what happened at the gates of Jerusalem with Peter in Acts 3:8. 

Notice the severity of his crippling:  
· No movement in his feet
· Crippled from birth
· Had never walked 

The idea of him to have “never walked” and then suddenly at Paul’s command, “sprung up and began walking” is amazing! This should not be passed too quickly; this is a true miracle, only enabled by faith. 

The idea of him being “made well” by “faith” is a whole bodily healing, even in his pagan state. In Acts and in Gospels it is almost always necessary that there is faith present for the physical and spiritual healing to take place (the one exception I know is Mark 2, but even there “faith” is mentioned in the friends of the paralytic). 

The man had a choice to make as to whether he would put his faith to the test: Paul told him to “Get up” and he immediately jumped to his feet. This makes his faith clear by his quick obedience. 

[11] AND WHEN THE CROWDS SAW WHAT PAUL HAD DONE, THEY LIFTED UP THEIR VOICES, SAYING IN LYCAONIAN, “THE GODS HAVE COME DOWN TO US IN THE LIKENESS OF MEN!” [12] BARNABAS THEY CALLED ZEUS, AND PAUL, HERMES, BECAUSE HE WAS THE CHIEF SPEAKER. [13] AND THE PRIEST OF ZEUS, WHOSE TEMPLE WAS AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE CITY, BROUGHT OXEN AND GARLANDS TO THE GATES AND WANTED TO OFFER SACRIFICE WITH THE CROWDS. 

There was immediate amazement by all the people that saw this miracle. There was probably a crowd around, simply by the fact that we are told the crippled man was listening to Paul preach to the people. A built-in audience was ready to witness the miracle. 

Their amazement made them praise the men perhaps in the only way they knew how, rendering them as a god and not a man. We must remember, this was not something to take lightly. Herod was struck dead for this only a few chapters (months) earlier. This was not territory the apostles were about to tread on (1) because of their dedication to God’s glory alone and (2) out of self-preservation. 

We are told that they cried out in Lycaonian, which tells us that this was not the roman population because they would have cried out in Latin. This was the Anatolian population who spoke Lycaonian. Luke mentioned this for two reasons: 
1. Paul and Barnabas recognized this language, though they probably didn’t speak it. It was a different people that were now hearing the Gospel than those who were in Iconium. 
2. This shows us that they probably didn’t understand what was really happening (in a negative way) and how the people were praising them until verse 14 when they tried to sacrifice to them.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The book of the Acts, F. F.Bruce - F. F.Bruce - William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. - 1988
] 


They people concluded that the healing of this man, especially after what was probably an eloquent sermon, was a sign that they had a divine visitor in their midst. The believed it was god in the form of a human. 

They thought they were two different gods: 

Jupiter OR Zues – the greatest of the Greek gods, father of other gods and men. 

Mercury OR Hermes – this was the son of Zues by Maia and was know for being the messenger of the gods because of his eloquence. 

Some believe that they may have thought Barnabas was Zues, perhaps because of his size and stature and that Paul was Hermes because of his eloquence. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Outline studies in the Acts of the Apostles, W. H. GriffithThomas - Eerdmans - 1956
] 


Look up: There were two inscriptions found in a temple near here, dating to the middle of the third century, and discovered by W.M. Calder and W.H. Buckler. This verifies archeologically that these were gods that were praised in this area. 

The people acted appropriately to what they knew: if the gods were to visit them they were to call a priest of each of these gods and make a sacrifice. Zues’s temple would have been at the gate because he was a god of protection. The oxen they brought would have been adorned with garments, plants, garlands etc. ready to be scarified. You can almost imagine the scene. 

They were doing with without Paul and Barnabas fulling knowing or understanding (perhaps because of the language) because we are told that they finally heard of this in verse 14. 

[14] BUT WHEN THE APOSTLES BARNABAS AND PAUL HEARD OF IT, THEY TORE THEIR GARMENTS AND RUSHED OUT INTO THE CROWD, CRYING OUT, 

This was the first time that Paul and Barnabas were referred to at Apostles. Luke, most likely did this to emphasis that they were working on behalf of the one true God. This also was now the shorten reference he would use going forward instead of “Paul and Barnabas”.

Paul and Barnabas tore their garments as a sign of seriousness to the devastation of their soul that they were being considered a god. The tearing of garments was an outward expression of internal anguish. 

The rushing out into the crowd was a way to say, we are common, just like you. Don’t count us as divine; we are simply trying to show you God. It was also get out of the high place they were being esteemed. 

[15] “MEN, WHY ARE YOU DOING THESE THINGS? WE ALSO ARE MEN, OF LIKE NATURE WITH YOU, AND WE BRING YOU GOOD NEWS, THAT YOU SHOULD TURN FROM THESE VAIN THINGS TO A LIVING GOD, WHO MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND THE SEA AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM.

Paul and Barnabas quickly identified that they also are men, of like nature with you and nothing more than messengers of the one true God. 

In verse 15 Paul is doing two things: 
1. He is calling them to leave the vain things and turn to a living God. 
2. Then he starts with the basics about God – Genesis 1:1 kind of things. 

The pagan Lystrans were polytheists and need to under that there was only one God. They started to see Paul and Barnabas as two of their many gods, but this was the opposite of what they were trying to say to them. Paul was trying to be clear that there is only one God and one savior for all men. They obviously missed that in his previous sermon, so he felt it necessary to start back at ground zero. 

ILLUSTRATION: This happens when I preach, and surely for other preachers as well. There are times where God speaks and tell them special for them. There are other times where the enemy twists words or the person only hears what they want to hear and they miss the whole message. 

Paul started by saying, there is one living God and he is the one who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. This is a common truth that even the most far from god can begin to grasp; this earth and all that is in it couldn’t have happened by accident. While some people may be atheistic in their thinking, this requires more faith to believe something happened by accident than that this was all divinely orchestrated. 

These vain things was a way of referring to idols and false gods. 

The idea of turning is that of true conversion, which is the same word that is used in 3:19 and elsewhere. The wording here is very close to what Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians 1:9, “For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God”. So we can conclude that the area of Macedonia and Achaia, where Paul also visited later, had a similar polytheistic faith and came to know the one true God. Though we didn’t see this same result in the people of Lystra, we know God can reach whomever He desires. 

The rest of the speech that Paul gives shows that they needed a full education of the faithfulness of God and that Paul saw it necessary to give them the basics of the faith in hopes that they will believe. 

[16] IN PAST GENERATIONS HE ALLOWED ALL THE NATIONS TO WALK IN THEIR OWN WAYS. 

This is a statement about the way that he allowed the gentiles to believe whatever they wanted and was saving only his chosen people. He allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways but now he was calling all men to believe in the gospel. This is now something all men would be held on account for, will they believe or not. 

[17] YET HE DID NOT LEAVE HIMSELF WITHOUT WITNESS, FOR HE DID GOOD BY GIVING YOU RAINS FROM HEAVEN AND FRUITFUL SEASONS, SATISFYING YOUR HEARTS WITH FOOD AND GLADNESS.” 

Paul is making the case that there was plenty of “common grace” given in the past to make it clear that God exists. The rain that came from the sky and the natural process of crops growing for our consumptions points to the goodness of God. Paul makes a case for God’s goodness and said that is was satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.

Again this was a way of Paul starting with what they knew and them building a case for God’s goodness through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Paul’s description of the unrighteous: 

[20] For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. [21] For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. [22] Claiming to be wise, they became fools, [23] and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. (Romans 1:20-23 ESV)

[18] EVEN WITH THESE WORDS THEY SCARCELY RESTRAINED THE PEOPLE FROM OFFERING SACRIFICE TO THEM. 

The miracle made such a deep impression on the people that it was as if they were not even listening to what Paul was saying. No words of explanation seemed to help them in restraint of praise or sacrifice to them. 

[19] BUT JEWS CAME FROM ANTIOCH AND ICONIUM, AND HAVING PERSUADED THE CROWDS, THEY STONED PAUL AND DRAGGED HIM OUT OF THE CITY, SUPPOSING THAT HE WAS DEAD. 

It is likely that there was some Jewish contingency in that city, which would have made it easier for the out-of-town Jews to persuade the crowd so quickly. Nontheless, you can see the malice intent that the Jews came from Antioch and Iconium to hunt down the Apostles and make sure they were stopped. They would have traveled over 100 miles (161 km) distant by road to get there and make sure they were stopped. 

ILLUSTRATION: This is the same distance from south side of Denver to Pueblo. No flights, greyhounds, train, car, bike or taxi. Four marathon lengths later they arrived to make sure they were stopped. Talk about dedicated opposition. 

The perfect storm started to brew: the local pagans were now being offended by not accepting the sacrifice and the out-of-town Jews were saying they were false prophets that needed to be shut down. 

They stoned him because he was the primary mouthpiece of the missionary duo. Paul referred to this later: 
· [25] Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; (2 Corinthians 11:25 ESV)
· [25] Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; (2 Corinthians 11:25 ESV)
The idea of Paul bearing the marks of Jesus on his body is the Greek work stigmata and would likely refer to scares gained at Lystra.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  The book of the Acts, F. F.Bruce - F. F.Bruce - William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. - 1988] 


What a crazy turn of attitude in the crowd – they go from wanting to praise him and sacrifice to him to now stoning him and wanting him dead. Wow. 

The stoning would have so brutal that they could see no sign of life in Paul. They even supposed that he was dead. They dragged him out of the city to die. 

[20] BUT WHEN THE DISCIPLES GATHERED ABOUT HIM, HE ROSE UP AND ENTERED THE CITY, AND ON THE NEXT DAY HE WENT ON WITH BARNABAS TO DERBE. 

This is a miracle! Here he was outside the city left for dead, probably even assumed dead or that he would die from this, but he didn’t. The disciples gathered about him and certainly wiped the blood, prayed and cared for him and he stood back up. The disciples would have been the small contingency of believers that were there in Lystra. They were risking to care for a man that had just been stoned.

ILLUSTRATION: this has “Unbroken” connotation to it. Like the story of Louie Zamperini in “Unbroken” this showed determination and God’s favor on His life. 

He gest up the next day and just starts walking with Barnabas to the next city of Derbe. Remember, he was supposed dead ness than 24 hours previously. 

Derbe was about 60 miles south from Iconium and marked the farthest point in Paul’s first journey. 

[21] WHEN THEY HAD PREACHED THE GOSPEL TO THAT CITY AND HAD MADE MANY DISCIPLES, THEY RETURNED TO LYSTRA AND TO ICONIUM AND TO ANTIOCH, 

They saw great fruit of their preaching the Gospel in Derbe and made many disciples there. But get this, after doing fruitful ministry there they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and Antioch. These were the cities that stoned him (Lystra) or threatened to stone him (Iconium) previously. The Jewish leaders that went to stop him at Lystra were from Antioch. It is amazing that he went back to the place where he faced great persecution. This showed that he had (1) guts – courage, and (2) trust that God was protecting his life and would take it when it was to be taken. 

[22] STRENGTHENING THE SOULS OF THE DISCIPLES, ENCOURAGING THEM TO CONTINUE IN THE FAITH, AND SAYING THAT THROUGH MANY TRIBULATIONS WE MUST ENTER THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 

It is no surprise that the believers in these cities were probably facing all sorts of trials and persecution. It would have been a welcomed message to persevere in the face of trails, and Paul’s mere presence would be an encouragement that “If he can make it, we can make it.” 

It is no surprise that the disciples encourage them to continue in the faith and that it was an accepted fact that they would go through many tribulations to enter the kingdom of God. 

They understood that the kingdom of God was their reward for faithfulness. Getting there would come with it’s trials and time had already proved that. Often in Acts new believers are exhorted to persevere in the faith (Acts 11:23; 13:43), and the reference to “tribulations” indicates that the Christian’s life is often beset by difficulties.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  ESV Study Bible] 


This was a “No cross, no crown” kind of message. 

[17] and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. (Romans 8:17 ESV)
[11] The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we will also live with him; [12] if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us; [13] if we are faithless, he remains faithful— for he cannot deny himself. (2 Timothy 2:11-13 ESV)

ILLUSTRATION: This was not a prosperity message or a “Your Best Life Now” message (by Joel Osteen). It was more like, “Your Worst Life Now…but just wait.” (ILL: My next book). Their hope was not in this world but in the things to come. They held to the presence of God in this life, but were excited to be with him for all of eternity. 

[23] AND WHEN THEY HAD APPOINTED ELDERS FOR THEM IN EVERY CHURCH, WITH PRAYER AND FASTING THEY COMMITTED THEM TO THE LORD IN WHOM THEY HAD BELIEVED. 

One of the greatest ways that they could encourage the believers was to make provisions of leadership for them. There would have been some believers there that had proven themselves as spiritually mature. Now they were officially recognized for their faithfulness and the presence of God in their life. They were committed to the Lord after much prayer and fasting. The installation of church leadership was taken very seriously, as it should be. 

We cannot be sure exactly how they chose these leaders, but it is probably close to what Paul wrote about later in Titus and 2 Timothy. They also used the guiding of the Holy Spirit through prayer to make it clear to them who should carry the mantel of leadership. 

They invested intentionally in these leaders so that the church would continue to multiply. They had to go and keep serving the Lord on their journey. This was the first mention of formal church leadership being established outside of Jerusalem. We know of other churches, but this is the first formal set up described. 

[24] THEN THEY PASSED THROUGH PISIDIA AND CAME TO PAMPHYLIA. 

This was the southern area of the Galatia providence. To move from Pisidia to Pamphylia means that they were traveling from north to south.

[25] AND WHEN THEY HAD SPOKEN THE WORD IN PERGA, THEY WENT DOWN TO ATTALIA, 

They landed in Asia Minor from Cyprus (13:13) and referred to that place as Perga, which is where they visited again. Then they went south to Attalia. This city was named after Attalus II, king of Pergamum. It was used by the Romans as a base of operations as they fought the pirates under Pompey in 67 B.C. 

Luke is good at mentioning where they got on and off of land and in order to give solid points of reference for their journey. 

 [26] AND FROM THERE THEY SAILED TO ANTIOCH, WHERE THEY HAD BEEN COMMENDED TO THE GRACE OF GOD FOR THE WORK THAT THEY HAD FULFILLED. 

From Attalia they took ships from Syria and went to Antioch on the Orontes, which was a very intentional circular journey for them.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  The book of the Acts, F. F.Bruce - F. F.Bruce - William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. - 1988] 


Paul and Barnabas retraced their steps south through the regions of Pisidia and Pamphylia to Perga and the port city of Attalia, then sailed home to their sponsoring congregation in Syrian Antioch. This time they shared the gospel in Perga. Attalia (modern Antalya) continues to serve as a marina to this day, and the remains of an ancient mausoleum still overlook the harbor. The reference to having fulfilled the work links up with the Spirit’s original commission at Antioch (13:2). It was perhaps during this time in Antioch that Paul penned his letter to the Galatians (c. a.d. 48).[footnoteRef:6] [6:  ESV Study Bible] 


The grace they were given is refereeing to the commissioning in 13:2, “[2] While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” (Acts 13:2 ESV)

[27] AND WHEN THEY ARRIVED AND GATHERED THE CHURCH TOGETHER, THEY DECLARED ALL THAT GOD HAD DONE WITH THEM, AND HOW HE HAD OPENED A DOOR OF FAITH TO THE GENTILES. [28] AND THEY REMAINED NO LITTLE TIME WITH THE DISCIPLES. 

No doubt the church was probably very excited to see Paul and Barnabas return. They would have felt it was their mission to send them and then to hear how it went. This is the first “Missionary Report” back to a sending church. 

Most likely this was about a year after they had sent them, so with every passing day their excitement grew. They wanted to hear how the Gospel was spreading to the gentiles across the Galatian region. Certainly the Christians of Antioch were anxious to hear the outcome, but this was also of great interest to the believers in Jerusalem. They were discerning the will of God and then followed with the Jerusalem counsel to make statements and decisions about what it seemed that God was doing. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: _GoBack]The idea of God opened a door for the Gentile believers was an expression Paul used elsewhere (1 Cor. 16:9; 2 Cor. 2:12; Col. 4:3). This is a gracious statement of God to those who were once far from him. 

It should be noticed that the keynote of their meeting was praising God for what he did. They knew that it was only by God’s grace that the men were protected and the work was done for the Gospel. 

It was clear that God was calling them to greater missionary work. This was the heart of what would be discussed in the next chapter. 
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