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September 6 & 7, 2014
“Our Greatest Reward is God Himself:







Pastor Josh Weidmann Our Hope in the Midst of Suffering” 
LIFE UPDATES & PRAYER: Take some time to share life-updates and pray for each other.
BEFORE WE BEGIN:
Is there a question, insight, or principle from the sermon that you want to make sure we discuss?
MY STORY:

1.  Have you ever been through a situation where there was only God to turn to? In retrospect, were there any blessings that came out of that time?
2.  What is the craziest thing you have ever done?
A DEEPER LOOK:
Read Acts 7:54-8:3 aloud and then answer the questions.
1.  Acts 7:54 – Should we be surprised if we ever receive hostility because of our faith in Jesus?
2.   Acts 7:55-56 – How ought we to respond in times of persecution or injustice because of our faith?  What did Stephen see and what could this have meant to those present? What did it mean to Stephen?
3.  If it is true that we often experience God more closely in the midst of trials, why do you think we often run from trials? Can you think of a difficult relationship or situation God might be calling you to enter into? Do you believe God could meet you in a special way if you will trust Him to be with you in the middle of it?
4.  Acts 7:57-60 – What was the reaction of those surrounding Stephen to his words, and what is significant about Stephen’s response? 
5.  Acts 8:1-3 – Who is this Saul guy, and who does he become?  What is the significance of what Luke, the author of Acts, included in this passage regarding Saul?
LIFE APPLICATION: 
6.  How do other stories in the Bible and this passage encourage us in times of suffering today?  Can we also be rewarded with God’s presence in our own times of suffering or persecution?
7.  The apostle Paul never forgot his broken past and what God saved him from. What are you most grateful that God saved YOU from? How can God’s amazing grace change your outlook on life this week?
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